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very slow. His speeches generally short, from a quarter to a
half hour. His pronunciation was vulgar and vicious, but it was
forgotten while he was speaking. He was a man of very little
knowledge of any sort. He read nothing, and had no books. Re-
turning one November from Albemarle Court, he borrowed of me
Hume's Essays in two volumes, saying he should have leisure in
the winter for some reading. In the spring he returned them,
and declared he had not been able to go farther than twenty
or thirty pages in the first volume. He wrote almost nothing; he
could not write. The resolutions of 1775, which have been ascribed
to him, have been by many supposed to have been written by Mr.
Johnson, who acted as his second on that occasion. But, if they
were written by Henry himself, they are not such as to prove any
power of composition. Neither in politics nor in his profession was
he a man of business; he was a man for debate only. His biog-
rapher says: " He read Plutarch every year." I doubt if he ever
read a volume of it in his life. His temper was excellent, and he
generally observed decorum in debate. On one or two occasions I
have seen him angry; his anger was terrible, and those who had wit-
nessed it were not disposed to provoke it ag'ain. In his opinions he
was yielding and practicable, and not disposed to differ from his
friends. In private conversation he was agreeable and facetious, and,
while in genteel society, seemed to understand all the decencies and
proprieties of it; but in his heart he preferred low society, and sought
it as often as possible.

He would hunt in the pine-woods of Fluvanna with overseers,
and persons of that description, living in a camp for a fortnight at a
time, without a change of raiment. I have been often astonished at
his command of proper language; how he obtained the knowledg-e of
it I never could find out, as he read little, and conversed little with
educated men.

After all, it must be allowed that he was our leader in the meas-
ures of the Revolution in Virginia, and in that respect more is due to
Mm than to any other person. If we had not had him, we should
probably have got on pretty well, as you did, by a number of men
of- nearly equal talents; but he left all of iis far behind. His biog-
rapher communicated the sheets of his work [to me], as they wrere
printed, and, at the end, asked for my opinion. I told liim it woiild
be a question hereafter, whether his work belonged to the shelf of
history, or of panegyric. It is a poor book, written in bad taste, and
gives an imperfect idea of Patrick Henry. It seems written less to
show Mr. Henry than Mr. Wirt.